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PRISMS, PYRAMIDS - NETS, SKELETAL MODELS. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
NVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 
 
 
 
 

• In pairs or small groups, children select a prism or pyramid. They trace the faces onto card. They describe the faces of their prism or pyramid to a friend. They join 
the faces together in different arrangements to construct nets. They identify if each net will make the prism or pyramid.  Reflection: How can we make nets to 
construct prisms and pyramids? 

• In pairs or small groups, children select a prism or pyramid. They make the edges using straws. They describe the edges of their prism or pyramid to a friend. They 
join the edges together at vertices in different arrangements using chenille sticks. They identify if the skeletal model is of the prism or pyramid. Reflection: How can 
we make skeletal models of prisms and pyramids? 

• In pairs or small groups, children have a prism or pyramid. They trace the faces. They place the faces in a zip lock bag. They swap bags with another pair or 
group. They construct the net and identify the prism or pyramid the faces will join together to make.  Reflection: How can we identify the prism or pyramid from its 
net? 

• In pairs or small groups, children have a prism or pyramid. They cut straws as the edges to construct a skeletal model. They place the straw edges in a zip lock 
bag. They swap bags with another pair or group. They construct the skeletal model and identify the prism or pyramid the edges will join together to make.  
Reflection: How can we identify the prism or pyramid from its edges? 
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Prisms, Pyramids - Nets, Skeletal Models. 

Sit with a friend. 
Select a prism or pyramid.  
Trace the faces onto card.  
Describe the faces of your prism or pyramid to a friend.  
Join the faces together in different arrangements to construct nets.  
Identify if each net will make the prism or pyramid.   
Reflection: How can we make nets to construct prisms and pyramids? 
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Prisms, Pyramids - Nets, Skeletal Models. 
 

Sit with a friend. 
Select a prism or pyramid.  
Make the edges using straws.  
Describe the edges of your prism or pyramid to a friend.  
Join the edges together at vertices in different arrangements using chenille sticks.  
Identify if the skeletal model is of the prism or pyramid.  
Reflection: How can we make skeletal models of prisms and pyramids? 
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Prisms, Pyramids - Nets, Skeletal Models. 
 

Have a prism or pyramid.  
Trace the faces.  
Place the faces in a zip lock bag.  
Swap bags with a friend.  
Each of you construct the net and identify the prism or pyramid the faces will join together to 
make.   
Reflection: How can we identify the prism or pyramid from its net? 
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Prisms, Pyramids - Nets, Skeletal Models. 
 

Havea prism or pyramid.  
Cut straws as the edges to construct a skeletal model.  
Place the straw edges in a zip lock bag.  
Swap bags with a friend.  
Each of you construct the skeletal model and identify the prism or pyramid the edges will join 
together to make.   
Reflection: How can we identify the prism or pyramid from its edges? 
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