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CITY, COUNTRY AND WORLD MAPS. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
NVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 
 
  

• In pairs, investigate world maps, identifying lines of latitude and longitude, the equator, tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. They identify the grid lines of longitude 
and latitude. They identify a place on the map. They identify the coordinates of the place. Reflection: How can we use grid lines of longitude and latitude to locate 
places on a world map? 

• In pairs, children have a map of the local area with a key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid. They take turns to give one another coordinates. Their friend 
identifies the place with those coordinates. Reflection: How can we use key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate places on a map? 

• In pairs, children have a map of the world. They locate places near the equator. They identify the longitude and latitude coordinates of the places. They identify 
that places near the equator have a latitude coordinate close to zero. They locate the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. They identify places between 
these as the ‘tropics’ or ‘tropical’. They identify if either of these tropics pass through their country, and where. They investigate the climate in these places. 
Reflection: How can we use grid lines of longitude and latitude to locate places on a world map? 

• In pairs, children have a map of the local area with a scale. They locate places that are 1 kilometre away from the school. Reflection: How can we use key, 
compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate places, routes and distances on a map? 

• In pairs, children select a map of their state that is neither too easy nor too challenging. They identify the grid lines of longitude and latitude. They identify a place 
on the map. They identify the coordinates of the place. They identify another place on the map. They identify the coordinates of the place. They use the scale to 
measure the distance between the places. Reflection: How can we use key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate places, routes and 
distances on a map? 

• In pairs, children use a map of the local area. They are given a route to follow to a local park. They use the scale and string to estimate where they think 1 
kilometre is along the route. Children investigate trundle wheels, measuring the circumference of the wheel by marking the ground where the wheel starts, then 
marking the ground when the wheel has completed a revolution. They explain how trundle wheels measure in lengths of 1 metre. Children are taken along the 
route marked on the map, measuring using the trundle wheel, and stopping at 1 kilometre. They look at their maps to see how close their estimate was. They 
discuss the length of a kilometre. They could also estimate how long they think it will take them to walk 1 kilometre, then test it as they walk back along the route. 
Reflection: How can we use key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate places, routes and distances on a map? 
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City, Country and World Maps. 

Select a map of the world. 
Identify the grid lines of longitude and latitude. 
Identify the Equator and identify its degree of latitude. 
Identify a place on the map. 
Identify the coordinates of the place. 
Identify coordinates. 
Use the coordinates to locate a place on the map. 
Reflection: How can we use grid lines of longitude and latitude to locate places on a world 
map? 
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City, Country and World Maps. 
Sit with a friend. 
Have a map of the local area with a key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid.  
Take turns to give one another coordinates.  
Your friend identifies the place with those coordinates. 
Reflection: How can we use key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate 
places on a map? 
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City, Country and World Maps. 
Have a map of the world.  
Locate places near the equator.  
Identify the longitude and latitude coordinates of the places.  
Identify that places near the equator have a latitude coordinate close to zero. 
Locate the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn.  
Identify places between these as the ‘tropics’ or ‘tropical’.  
Investigate the climate in these places. 
Identify if either of these tropics pass through your country, and where. 
Reflection: How can we use grid lines of longitude and latitude to locate places on a world 
map?  
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City, Country and World Maps. 
 

Have a map of the local area with a scale.  
Locate places that are 1 kilometre away from the school. 
Reflection: How can we use key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate 
places, routes and distances on a map? 
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City, Country and World Maps. 
 

Select a map of your state that is neither too easy nor too challenging. 
Identify the grid lines of longitude and latitude. 
Identify a place on the map. 
Identify the coordinates of the place. 
Identify another place on the map. 
Identify the coordinates of the place. 
Use the scale to measure the distance between the places. 
Reflection: How can we use key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate 
places, routes and distances on a map? 
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City, Country and World Maps. 
 
Select a map of your local area that is neither to easy nor too challenging. 
Design a route to follow to a local park.  
Use the scale and string to estimate where you think 1 kilometre is along the route.  
Investigate a trundle wheel, measuring the circumference of the wheel by marking the ground 
where the wheel starts, then marking the ground when the wheel has completed a revolution.  
Investigate a trundle wheel, measuring the circumference of the wheel by placing string around 
it then measuring the length of the string. 
Explain how trundle wheels measure in lengths of 1 metre.  
Walk along the route you marked on the map, measuring using the trundle wheel, and 
stopping at 1 kilometre.  
Look at their maps to see how close your estimate was.  
Discuss the length of a kilometre.  
Walk back along the route, timing how long it takes you to walk 1 kilometre. 
Reflection: How can we use key, compass, scale and alpha-numeric grid references to locate 
places, routes and distances on a map? 
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