
 

 
 

DIVIDE IN 2 WAYS, ‘… EQUAL GROUPS’ AND ‘GROUPS OF…’. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. INVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS 
FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 
• In pairs, children select cards to make an even or an odd single-digit or teen number. They collect the corresponding number of counters. They divide their 

counters into groups of 2 and count the groups, and into 2 equal groups and count the counters in each group. They record and label their groups and any 
remaining counter. They record the same number sentence for each division. NB: Children use the division sign when they are ready. Until then they choose to 
record ‘divided by’.  Reflection: How can we divide by 2 in 2 ways? 

• In pairs, children select cards to make a single-digit or teen number. They collect the corresponding number of counters. They divide their counters into groups of 3 
and count the groups, and into 3 equal groups and count the counters in each group. They record and label their groups and any remaining counters. They record 
the same number sentence for each division. NB: Children use the division sign when they are ready. Until then they choose to record ‘divided by’.  Reflection: 
How can we divide by 3 in 2 ways? 

• In pairs, children select cards to make a single-digit or teen number. They collect the corresponding number of counters. They divide their counters into groups of 4 
and count the groups, and into 4 equal groups and count the counters in each group. They record and label their groups and any remaining counters. They record 
the same number sentence for each division. NB: Children use the division sign when they are ready. Until then they choose to record ‘divided by’.  Reflection: 
How can we divide by 4 in 2 ways? 

• In pairs, children select cards to make a single-digit or teen number. They collect the corresponding number of counters. They divide their counters into groups of 2 
or 3 or 4 and count the groups, and into 2 or 3 or 4 equal groups and count the counters in each group. They record and label their groups and any remaining 
counters. They record the same number sentence for each division. Children identify related divisions. Reflection: How can we see division in more than 1 way? 
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Divide in 2 Ways, ‘… Equal Groups’ and ‘Groups Of…’ 
 

Select an Ace and another card to make an even or odd teen number.  
Collect the number of counters.  
Divide your counters by 2 by making groups of 2.  
Record your groups and any remaining counter and label the groups of 2.  
Count the groups.  
Record a division number sentence.  
Put the counters back into 1 group and divide them into 2 equal groups.  
Record your groups and any remaining counter and label the 2 equal groups.  
Count the number of counters in each group.  
Record a division number sentence. 
Reflection: How can we divide by 2 in 2 ways? 
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Divide in 2 Ways, ‘… Equal Groups’ and ‘Groups Of…’ 
 

Select cards to make a single-digit or teen number.  
Collect the number of counters.  
Divide your counters by 3 by making groups of 3.  
Record your groups and any remaining counter and label the groups of 3.  
Count the groups.  
Record a division number sentence.  
Put the counters back into 1 group and divide them into 3 equal groups.  
Record your groups and any remaining counter and label the 3 equal groups.  
Count the number of counters in each group.  
Record a division number sentence. 
Reflection: How can we divide by 3 in 2 ways? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Alearningplace.com.au Relationalmathematics.com.au

https://alearningplace.com.au/
http://relationalmathematics.com.au/


 

Divide in 2 Ways, ‘… Equal Groups’ and ‘Groups Of…’ 
 

Select cards to make a single-digit or teen number.  
Collect the number of counters.  
Divide your counters by 4 by making groups of 4.  
Record your groups and any remaining counter and label the groups of 4.  
Count the groups.  
Record a division number sentence.  
Put the counters back into 1 group and divide them into 4 equal groups.  
Record your groups and any remaining counter and label the 4 equal groups.  
Count the number of counters in each group.  
Record a division number sentence. 
Reflection: How can we divide by 4 in 2 ways? 
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Divide in 2 Ways, ‘… Equal Groups’ and ‘Groups Of…’ 
 

Divide counters by 2 or by 3 or by 4 by dividing into groups of 2 or 3 or 4, for example, 12 
divided into groups of 3 = 4 groups 
 
Record a division number sentence, for example, 12 ÷ 3 = 4.  
 
Divide the counters by 2 or by 3 or by 4 by dividing into 2 or 3 or 4 equal groups, for example, 
12 divided into 3 equal groups  
 
Record a division number sentence, for example, 12 ÷ 3 = 4. 
 
 
Identify related divisions, for example, 
 
 
12 divided into 4 equal groups equals 3 in each group, 12 ÷ 4 = 3 
 
 
 
12 divided into groups of 4 equals 3 groups, 12 ÷ 4 = 3 
Reflection: How can we see division in more than 1 way? 
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