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Calendar - Months, Weeks and Days till 
Events. 
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Differentiate and Assess 
Not every student will be ready to investigate this concept at this Level and so we will need to differentiate to ensure every 
student is learning at their leading edge. Select the Differentiate button on this screen.  
Integrate 
Every mathematical concept is integrally related to other mathematical concepts. Teaching and learning related concepts 
simultaneously develops deep relational understanding. Select the Integrate button on this screen.  
Intervene 
Some students may not yet be ready to investigate this concept at any Level, and so we will need to provide some intervention. 
Select the Intervention button on this screen. 
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CALENDAR - MONTHS, WEEKS AND DAYS TILL EVENTS. 
EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN, INCLUDING STRATEGIC QUESTIONS, AND DESRIBING THE SEQUENCE WHICH WILL OCCUR OVER MULTIPLE LESSONS. 
RESOURCES: CALENDAR, COUNTERS, PENCIL, PAPER 

WHAT COULD WE DO? WHAT LANGUAGE COULD WE USE TO EXPLAIN AND ASK QUESTIONS? 

Children:  
• have a calendar.  

(current year available free at  
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/) 

• find dates on the calendar. 
 

• find the number of days till a  
future date. 
 

• find the number of weeks and  
days till a future date. 
 

• find the number of months,  
weeks and days till a future date. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Children 
• ask one another questions about  simple calendars, estimating and measuring , 

estimate and measure months, weeks, days till events, for example: 
► Can you see months on the calendar? 
► Can you see days on the calendar? 
► Let’s find today on the calendar. 
► What will the date be next (Tuesday)? 
► Is going down 1 place on the calendar, adding 1 week? 
► How could we work out the number of days till 22nd of August? 
► Do you think we could find the difference between a date in one month to a date 

in the same month on the calendar? 
► How could we work out the number of days till 9th of November? 
► Do you think we could find the difference between a date in one month to a date 

in another month on the calendar? 
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CALENDAR - MONTHS, WEEKS AND DAYS TILL EVENTS. 
EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN 

FULL EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN, EMBEDDING DEEP RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING, METALANGUAGE, AND QUESTIONS THAT MAY BE USED OVER MULTIPLE LESSONS. 
WHAT COULD WE DO? WHAT LANGUAGE COULD WE USE TO EXPLAIN AND ASK QUESTIONS? 

Children think about, talk and listen to a friend about, then have the opportunity to 
share what they already know. 
 
 
 
 

 
Display a calendar, for example, 
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/ is  
a freely available calendar which can be changed to 
show different years and important dates in other 
countries  
Allow children to identify the year on the calendar.  
NB: The calendar we use is the Gregorian (Christian) 
calendar, counting the years since Christ. Children 
from other cultures may know what the number of the 
year is in their culture, for example, 2014  
is partly 1435 in the Muslim Hijri calendar.   
 
 
 
 

► Today brings an investigation about calendars.  
► What do you know about calendars?  
► Talk about calendars with a friend.  
► Is anyone ready to share what they are thinking about calendars? 

 

 
► This is a calendar. 
► What does a calendar tell us? 
► Can you see a year on the calendar? 
► What year can you see on this calendar? 
► Can you see 2 thousand and (14)?  
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Allow children to identify the months on the calendar. 
NB: Children from other cultures may (also) know the names and durations of 
months in that culture. 
 
 
 
 
Allow children to identify days on the calendar. 
NB: Some calendars have Sunday as the first day of the week, while others have 
Monday as the first day. Having Monday as the first day is consistent with Saturday 
and Sunday being the ‘weekend’. Calendars on electronic devices generally have 
Monday as the first day, while paper calendars generally have Sunday as the first 
day. Expose children to both calendars and allow them to explain how they are the 
same.  
NB: Children from other cultures may (also) know the names of days in that culture. 
 
 

Allow children to identify the current month  
on the calendar, for example, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

► Can you see months on the calendar? 
► What months can you see on the calendar? 
► Can you see January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, 

September, October, November, December? 
► Are the months always in the same order? 
► Which is the first month of the year? 

 
► Can you see days on the calendar? 
► Can you see Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday? 
► Are the days always in the same order? 
► Which day do we say first? 
► Do we sometimes say Sunday first? 
► Do we sometimes say Monday first? 
► Is the order the same no matter which day we start on? 
 
► Let’s find today on the calendar. 
► What month is it? 
► Is it (August)? 
► Let’s find August on the calendar. 
► What day is it today? 
► Is today (Tuesday)? 
► Where is (Tuesday) in (August)? 
► Is there more than 1 (Tuesday) in (August)? 
► How can we work out which (Tuesday) is today? 
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Allow children to identify the current day on the 
calendar, for example, 
 
Place a mark on today’s date on the 
calendar, for example,  
 
 
 
 
 
Select a date on the calendar that is exactly 1 week in the future. 
Children count the days between today and next (Tuesday). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Children add 7 to the current date without using the calendar, for example, 12 + 7 = 
19. 

► What is today’s date? 
► Is today’s date, the (12th) of (August)? 
► Can we find the (Tuesday) that is the (12th) of (August)? 
► Let’s put a mark on today’s date on the calendar. 
► Do you think we could find other dates on the calendar? 
 
 
 
 

► What will the date be next (Tuesday)? 
► Is the date next (Tuesday), the (19th of August)? 
► How many days will have passed? 
► Let’s count the days – 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 
► Will 7 days go past? 
► Is 7 days a week? 
► Is next (Tuesday) one week from today? 

 
► So today’s date is (Tuesday), the (12th of August), and next (Tuesday’s) date is 

(Tuesday), the (19th of August).  
► How many days have we added? 
► Have we added 7 days? 
► Could we add the 7 days without looking at the calendar? 
► What is 12 plus 7? 
► Is 12 plus 7, 19? 
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Children identify that days in the same column, are the same day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Children count the days between 12th and 22nd August. 
Children add 1 week, then count the days between 12th and 22nd August. 
 
 
 

► So is the 12th of August plus 7 days, the 19th of August? 
► Is the 12th of August plus 1 week, the 19th of August? 
 
► Let’s look at 12th of August and 19 August on the calendar. 
► Is 19th of August straight under 12th of August on the calendar? 
► Why? 
► Are 12th of August and 19th of August both Tuesdays? 
 
► Let’s look at the headings of the columns. 
► Is the heading at top of the column where 12th of August and 19th of August are, 

Tuesday. 
► Is every day in this column, Tuesday? 
► Is it Tuesday every 7 days? 
► When we go down one place on the calendar, is it 1 week later? 
► Is going down 1 place on the calendar, adding 1 week?  

 

► Let’s select a date further in the future. 
► Let’s select the (22nd of August). 
► How could we work out the number of days till 22nd of August? 
► Could we count the days? 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 
► Is 22nd of August 10 days after 12th of August? 
► Could we add one week as 7 days, then count the rest of the days? 7, 8, 9, 10. 
► Is 22nd of August 1 week and 3 days after 12th of August? 
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Children find the difference between 12th and 22 August by adding onto 12th 
August, subtracting back from 22nd August and by subtracting 12th August from 
22nd August.  
Record, for example, 12 + ___ = 22 
Record, for example, 12 + 10 = 22 
 
 
Record, for example, 22 - ___ = 12 
Record, for example, 22 - 10 = 12 
 
Record, for example, 22 - 12 = ___ 
Record, for example, 22 - 12 = 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children select a date near the end of August, 
for example, Thursday 28th August. 
 
Children select a date near the beginning of  
September, for example, Friday 5 September. 

► Could we find the difference between 12 and 22? 
► Could we start at 12 and see what we have to add to make 22? 

► 12 plus what equals 22? 
► Does 12 plus 10 equal 22? 

 
► Could we start at 22 see what we have to subtract to make 12? 
► 22 minus what equals 12? 
► Does 22 minus 10 equal 22?  

 
► Could we subtract 12 from 22? 
► Does 22 minus 12 equal 10? 
► Do you think we could find the number of days from 1 date to another date on the 

calendar? 
► Do you think we could find the difference between other dates on the calendar? 
 
 
► We’ve investigated estimating and counting the number of days within the same 

month. 
► Let’s investigate estimating and counting the number of days from one month to 

the next. 
► Let’s select a date near the end of August. 
► Let’s select Thursday 28th August. Let’s place a counter on 28th of August. 
► Let’s select a date near the start of the following month.  
► What month follows August? 
► Does September follow August? 
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Children count the days between 28th August and 5th September. 
 
Children work out the number of days  
till the end of August, for example,   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children then add the days in  
September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

► Let’s select a date near the start of September. 
► Let’s select Friday 5th September. Let’s place a counter on 5th of September. 
► How could we work out the number of days from 28th August till 5th September? 
► Could we count the days? 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
► Is 5th of September, 8 days after 28th of August? 
► Could we work out the number of days till the end of August, then add the days in 

September? 
► How could we work out the number of days till the end of August? 
► How many days in August? 
► Are there 31 days in August? 
► So if today is 28th August, how many days till 31st of August? 
► Are there 3 days till the end of August? 
 
► How many days are we adding in September? 
► Are we adding 5 days in September? 
► What does 3 days plus 5 days equal? 
► Does 3 days plus 5 days equal 8 days? 
► Is it 8 days from 28th August till 5th September? 
► Do you think we could find the number of days from a date in one month to a date 

in the next month on the calendar? 
► Do you think we could find the difference between a date in one month to a date in 

the next month on the calendar?  
 
 
► We’ve investigated estimating and measuring the number of days between dates 
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Select a date in August and a date in October, for 
example,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children identify and explain that going down into 
the row below is 1 week later. 
Children go down each row, onto the same day, 
across months, for example,  
 
 
 
 

both within months and across months. 

► Let’s investigate estimating and measuring the number of weeks 
and days from one date to another. 

► Let’s select a date in August. 
► Let’s select Thursday 28th August.  
► Let’s place a counter on 28th August. 
►  Let’s select a date in October.  
► Let’s select Friday 3rd October.  
► Let’s place a counter on 3rd October. 
 
► How could we work out the number of weeks and days from 28th August till 3rd 

October? 
► Could we count the days? Would that take too long? 
► Could we count the weeks?  
► Is 1 week, 7 days? 
► On a calendar, is 1 week, 1 row? 
► On a calendar, when we go down one row, do we land on the same day? 
► When we go down into the row beneath and land on the same day, has a week 

gone by? 
► When we go down one place on the calendar, are we adding 1 week? 
► Let’s count the weeks as we go down into each row below, onto the same day 

each time, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
► How many weeks? 
► Are there 5 weeks? 
► What date did we land on after 5 weeks? 
► Did we land on Thursday 2nd October? 
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Select a date in August and a date in October, for 
example,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
► How many days till 3rd October? 
► Is there 1 day till 3rd October? 
► So how many weeks and days from Thursday 28 August till Friday 3rd October? 
► Are there 5 weeks and 1 day? 

 

► We’ve investigated estimating and measuring the number of weeks and days 
between dates both within months and across months. 

► Let’s investigate estimating and measuring the number of 
months, weeks and days from one date to another. 

► Let’s select a date in August. 
► Let’s select Thursday 28th August. Let’s place a counter on 28th August. 
►  Let’s select a date in November.  
► Let’s select Sunday 9th November. Let’s place a counter on 9th November. 
► How could we work out the number of weeks and days from 28th August till 9th 

November? 
► Could we count the days? That would take a long time! 
► Could we count the weeks? That would take a while. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
► Could we count the months? 
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Children identify and explain that going from the 
28th of one month to 28th of the next month is 1 
month. 
Children go from 28th August to 28th September 
to 28th October, for example,  
Record, for example, 2 months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children identify and explain that going down into 
the row below is 1 week later. 
Children go down each row, onto the same day, 
across months, for example, 
Record, for example, 1 week 
 

 
 

Children identify the number of days from 4th November to 9th November. 
 
 
 
Record, for example, 5 days. 

► How many months from 28th August to 28th September? 
► Is there 1 month from 28th August to 28th September? 
► How many months from 28th September to 28th October? 
► Is there 1 month from 28th September to 28th October?  
► Are there 2 months? 

 
 
 

► How many weeks from 28 October to 9th November? 
► Is 1 week, 7 days? 
► On a calendar, is 1 week, 1 row? 
► On a calendar, when we go down one row, do we land on the same day? 
► When we go down into the row beneath and land on the same day, has a week 

gone by? 
► How many weeks? 
► Is there 1 week? 
► What date did we land on after 1 week? 
► Did we land on Tuesday 4th November? 
 
► How many days from Tuesday 4th November to Sunday 9th November? 
► Now could we count the days? 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
► Could we work out that there are 5 days from Tuesday to Sunday? 
► Could we find the difference between 4 and 9? 
► Are there 5 days? 
► So how many months, weeks and days from 28th August to 9th November? 
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Record, for example, 2 months and 1 week and 5 days from 28th August to 9th 
November 
 
 
 
 
 

► Are there 2 months and 1 week and 5 days from 28th August to 9th November? 
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back 
Free current year calendar is  

available at  
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/ 
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