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CALENDAR - MONTHS, WEEKS AND DAYS TILL EVENTS. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
NVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 
• In pairs, each child has a calendar. They work through the following sequence of understanding: 

• They explain how the months are set out. 
• They explain how the days and weeks are set out in rows and columns.  
• They identify the current date on the calendar. 
• They select 2 dates in the same month, 1 week apart, and work out the number of days from 1 date to the next, and the number of weeks from 1 date to 

the next. 
• They select 2 dates in the same month, less or more than 1 week apart, and work out the number of days from 1 date to the next, and the number of 

weeks and days from 1 date to the next.  
• They select 2 dates in the consecutive months, less or more than 1 week apart, and work out the number of days from 1 date to the next, and the number 

of weeks and days from 1 date to the next. 
• They select 2 dates in the different months, and work out the number of months, weeks and days from 1 date to the next. 

Reflection: How can we use a calendar to work out the number of months, weeks, and days from one date to another? 
 

• In pairs, children have a calendar. One child places an opaque counter on a date to hide it. The other child identifies the date, explaining how they knew in more 
than one way. For example, the date 23rd May could be identified by adding 7 to 16th May, subtracting 7 from 30th May, adding 1 to 22nd May, subtracting 1 from 
24th May, etc. Reflection: How can we work out a date on a calendar? 

 
• In pairs, children have a calendar. One child places a transparent counter over a date and the other child places a transparent counter over another date. The 

children estimate, then measure the number of months / weeks / days from the first date to the second date. Reflection: How can we use a calendar to work out 
the number of months, weeks, and days from one date to another? 

 
• In pairs, children have a calendar and estimate and measure the number of months, weeks and days till significant events, for example, a birthday, a holiday, an 

excursion. Reflection: How can we use a calendar to work out the number of months, weeks, and days from one date to another? 
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• In pairs, children have 1 blank month from a calendar and cut out days and dates.  
Children take turns to build the month by placing a day or a date on the blank calendar, out of order.  
They explain their placement relative to days and dates already placed on the calendar.  

 
For example, a month with 31 days              For example,  a month with 28 days with        For example,  a month with 31 days                          
with the 1st on Wednesday, in a calendar   the 1st on Monday, in a calendar with            with the 1st on Friday, in a  
with  Monday as the first week day,              Sunday as the first week day,                            calendar with Monday as the first 
week day, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For example, the first child selects 1 and may place the 1 on a day in the top row, for example, Wednesday. The second child may select 8 and place the 8 on the 
same day in the second row, for example, Wednesday, explaining that 1 plus 7 is 8, so 1 week after the 1st, it will be the 8th. The first child may select 14 and 
place the 14 on the day before in the third row, for example, Tuesday, explaining that 1 row down is adding 1 week which is 7 days, so the day before this will be 
adding 7 days then subtracting 1 day. The children continue selecting dates and placing them on the calendar, explaining their placements. 
Reflection: How can we create a month on a calendar? 
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Blank calendar (back) 
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Cut each day and date into individual pieces to be arranged on the blank calendar above (back) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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Calendar - Months, Weeks and Days till 
Events. 

Sit with a friend. 

Each of you have a calendar.  

Work through the following sequence of understanding: 

1. Explain how the months are set out. 
2. Explain how the days and weeks are set out in rows and columns.  
3. Identify the current date on the calendar. 
4. Select 2 dates in the same month, 1 week apart, and work out the number of days 

from 1 date to the next, and the number of weeks from 1 date to the next. 
5. Select 2 dates in the same month, less or more than 1 week apart, and work out the 

number of days from 1 date to the next, and the number of weeks and days from 1 
date to the next.  

6. Select 2 dates in the consecutive months, less or more than 1 week apart, and work 
out the number of days from 1 date to the next, and the number of weeks and days 
from 1 date to the next. 

7. Select 2 dates in the different months, and work out the number of months, weeks and 
days from 1 date to the next. 

Reflection: How can we use a calendar to work out the number of months, weeks, and days 
from one date to another? 
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Calendar - Months, Weeks and Days till 
Events. 

Sit with a friend. 

Have a calendar.  

Take turns to place an opaque counter on a date to hide it.  

The other child identifies the date. 

Explain how you knew what date was hidden in more than one way.  

For example, the date 23rd May could be identified by  

• adding 7 to 16th May,  
• subtracting 7 from 30th May,  
• adding 1 to 22nd May,  
• subtracting 1 from 24th May, etc.  

Reflection: How can we work out a date on a calendar? 
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Calendar - Months, Weeks and Days till 
Events. 

Sit with a friend. 
Have a calendar.  
One of you place a transparent counter over a date. 
Your friend places a transparent counter over another date.  
Estimate the number of months / weeks / days from the first date to the second date. 
Measure the number of months / weeks / days from the first date to the second date.  
Reflection: How can we use a calendar to work out the number of months, weeks, and days 
from one date to another?  
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Calendar - Months, Weeks and Days till 
Events. 

Sit with a friend. 

Have a calendar. 

Estimatethe number of months, weeks and days till significant events, for example, a 
birthday, a holiday, an excursion. 

Measure the number of months, weeks and days till significant events, for example, a 
birthday, a holiday, an excursion.  

Reflection: How can we use a calendar to work out the number of months, weeks, and days 
from one date to another? 
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Calendar - Months, Weeks and Days till 
Events. 

Sit with a friend. 
Have 1 blank month from a calendar and cut out days and dates.  
Take turns to build the month by placing a day or a date on the blank calendar, out of order.  
Explain your placement relative to days and dates already placed on the calendar.  
For example,  

• the first child selects 1 and may place the 1 on a day in the top row, for example, 
Wednesday.  

• the second child may select 8 and place the 8 on the same day in the second row, for 
example, Wednesday, explaining that 1 plus 7 is 8, so 1 week after the 1st, it will be 
the 8th.  

• the first child may select 14 and place the 14 on the day before in the third row, for 
example, Tuesday, explaining that 1 row down is adding 1 week which is 7 days, so 
the day before this will be adding 7 days then subtracting 1 day.  

• Continue selecting dates and placing them on the calendar, explaining your 
placements. 

 
 

 

 

 

Reflection: How can we create a month on a calendar? 
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