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HAND MOVEMENT, TIME ON HALF HOUR. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
NVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
• In pairs, each child has an analog clock. Children turn the dial on the back of the clock to make the minute hand move half way around the clock, and the hour 

hand move half way to the next number. as guided by the teacher. They tell one another times on the half hour, and each of them turn the dial on the back of the 
clock to make the minute hand move half way around the clock, and the hour hand move half way to the next number. Children record an analog clock, and the 
time on the analog clock. Children describe what the time looks like on an analog clock. Children record the time under the clock.Reflection: How can we tell time 
at half past on analog clocks? 
When children have demonstrated their understanding of time to the half hour on analog clocks: 

• Children explain the number of minutes in half an hour. Children record the same time on a digital clock. Children record the time under the clocks.Reflection: How 
can we tell time at half past in hours and minutes on analog clocks and on digital clocks? 
NB: Ensure your classroom has a working analog clock! Many homes no longer have analog clocks unless they are decorations, due to the prevalence of digital 
clocks on devices. It is vital that children develop understanding of analog clocks, as analog clocks measure time, while digital clocks simply count time.  

• At school, children and teachers take every opportunity to tell the time on the hour and half hour on analog and digital clocks. Ask children to put up their hand 
every time they see the clock showing a time on the hour or half hour. Pause to have children discuss with a friend what time it is, and how they know. 

• At home, children and their parents take every opportunity to tell the time on the hour and half hour on analog clocks, and later digital clocks. 
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Hand Movement, Time on Half Hour. 
Sit with a friend. 
Each of you have an analog clock.  
Tell one another times on the half hour. 
Each of you turn the dial on the back of the clock to make the minute hand move half way 
around the clock, and thehour hand move half way to the next number. 
Record an analog clock. 
Record the time on your analog clock. 
Describe what the time looks like on an analog clock. 
Record the time under the clock. 
Reflection: How can we tell time at half past on analog clocks? 
 
Explain the number of minutes in half an hour. 
Record the same time on a digital clock.  
Reflection: How can we tell time at half past in hours and minutes on analog clocks and on 
digital clocks? 
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