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Sequencing Events using Ordinal Numbers. 
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Differentiate and Assess 
Not every student will be ready to investigate this concept at this Level and so we will need to differentiate to ensure every 
student is learning at their leading edge. Select the Differentiate button on this screen.  
Integrate 
Every mathematical concept is integrally related to other mathematical concepts. Teaching and learning related concepts 
simultaneously develops deep relational understanding. Select the Integrate button on this screen.  
Intervene 
Some students may not yet be ready to investigate this concept at any Level, and so we will need to provide some intervention. 
Select the Intervention button on this screen. 
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SEQUENCING EVENTS USING ORDINAL NUMBERS. 
EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN, INCLUDING STRATEGIC QUESTIONS, AND DESRIBING THE SEQUENCE WHICH WILL OCCUR OVER MULTIPLE LESSONS. 
RESOURCES: CARDS WITH EVENTS IN STORY ON THEM, ORDINAL NUMBER CARDS, PENCIL, PAPER 

WHAT COULD WE DO? WHAT LANGUAGE COULD WE USE TO EXPLAIN AND ASK QUESTIONS? 

Children:  
• sequence events in a story 

 

Children: 
• ask questions aboutsequencing events using ordinal numbers, for example, 

• what happened first? 
• what happened second? 
• what happened third? 
• what happened …?   
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SEQUENCING EVENTS USING ORDINAL NUMBERS. 
EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN 

FULL EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN, EMBEDDING DEEP RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING, METALANGUAGE, AND QUESTIONS THAT MAY BE USED OVER MULTIPLE LESSONS. 
WHAT COULD WE DO? WHAT LANGUAGE COULD WE USE TO EXPLAIN AND ASK QUESTIONS? 

Children think about, talk and listen to a friend about, then have the opportunity to 
share what they already know. 
 

 
 

 
 
As children count to 10, record the numbers on the board 

Point to each number in reverse order as children count backwards from 10. Ensure 
children say 'zero' and not 'blast off'. 
 
Read a story to children, for example, Goldilocks and the 3 Bears 
 
Allow children to recount the story. 
As children recount the events in the story, list each one on a separate piece of 
paper (pictures could be used instead) (a smaller number of events could be 
used)for example: 
Display, for example,  

► Today brings an investigation of putting things in sequence.  
► What do you already know about putting things in sequence? 
► Talk to a friend about putting things in sequence. 
► Is anybody ready to share what they are thinking about putting things in 

sequence? 
 
 
► When we count, are we saying numbers? 
► Let's say some numbers - let's count from 1 to 10 - 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
► Let's say the numbers backwards - let's count backwards from ten - 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 

5, 4, 3, 2, 1, 0 

 
► I am going to read the story of Goldilocks and 3 bears. 

 
► Let's recount what happened in the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears in 

sequence. 
► In sequence means in the order that it happened. 
► What happened 1st? 
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The 3 bears went for a walk. 
 
Display, for example,  
Goldilocks went to the bears' house. 
 
Display, for example,  
Goldilocks ate Baby Bear's porridge. 
 
Display, for example,  
Goldilocks broke Baby Bear's chair. 
 
Display, for example,  
Goldilocks fell asleep in Baby Bear's bed. 
 
Display, for example,  
The bears came home. 
 
Display, for example,  
Goldilocks ran away. 
 
 
 
 
 

► Did the 3 bears go for a walk? 
 

► What happened 2nd? 
► Did Goldilocks go to the bears' house? 

 
► What happened 3rd? 
► Did Goldilocks eat Baby Bear's porridge? 

 
► What happened 4th? 
► Did Goldilocks break Baby Bear's chair? 

 
► What happened 5th? 
► Did Goldilocks fall asleep in Baby Bear's bed? 

 
► What happened 6th? 
► Did the bears come home? 

 
► What happened 7th? 
► Did Goldilocks run away? 
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Display the ordinal numbers on separate pieces of paper, 
for example 
 

Display, for example, 
1st 
 
 
Place '1st' next to 'The 3 bears went for a walk' 
 
Display, for example, 
2nd 
 
Place '2nd' next to ' Goldilocks went to the bears' house' 
 
Display, for example, 
3rd 
 
Place '3rd' next to 'Goldilocks ate Baby Bear's porridge' 
 
Display, for example, 
4th 
 
Place '4th' next to 'Goldilocks broke Baby Bear's chair' 

► Did you notice that I used numbers to place these events in order? Let’s 
investigate! 

► These numbers are called ordinal numbers because we can use them place 
events in order! 

 

► This number has a 1 in it and it says first. 
► What does first mean? 
► Does first mean it's number 1?  
► This is how we write 1st - can you see the number 1 in 1st?  
► Let's place 1st next to the first event in the story 
 
► What does second mean?  
► Does second mean it's number 2?  
► This is how we write 2nd - can you see the number 2 in 2nd?  
► Let's place 2nd next to the second event in the story 
 
► What does third mean?  
► Does third mean it's number 3?  
► This is how we write 3rd - can you see the number 3 in 3rd?  
► Let's place 3rd next to the third event in the story 
 
► What does fourth mean?  
► Does fourth mean it's number 4?  
► This is how we write 4th - can you see the number 4 in 4th?  
► Let's place 4th next to the fourth event in the story. 
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Display, for example, 
5th 
 
Place '5th' next to 'Goldilocks fell asleep in Baby Bear's bed'. 

Display, for example, 
6th 
 
Place '6th' next to 'The bears came home'. 
 
Display, for example, 
7th 
 
Place '7th' next to 'Goldilocks ran away '. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

► What does fifth mean?  
► Does fifth mean it's number 5?  
► This is how we write 5th - can you see the number 5 in 5th?  
► Let's place 5th next to the fifth event in the story 
 
► What does sixth mean?  
► Does sixth mean it's number 6?  
► This is how we write 6th - can you see the number 6 in 6th?  
► Let's place 6th next to the sixth event in the story 
 
► What does seventh mean?  
► Does seventh mean it's number 7?  
► This is how we write 7th - can you see the number 7 in 7th?  
► Let's place 7th next to the seventh event in the story 

 
► These numbers are called ordinal numbers because they help us to put events in 

order! 
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Goldilocks Sequence (back) 

The 3 bears went for a walk. 
Goldilocks went to the bears' 

house. 
Goldilocks ate Baby Bear's 

porridge. 
Goldilocks broke Baby Bear's 

chair. 
Goldilocks fell asleep in Baby 

Bear's bed. 
The bears came home. 
Goldilocks ran away. 
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Ordinal numbers (back) 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
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