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SEQUENCING EVENTS USING ORDINAL NUMBERS. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
NVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 
 
 
 

 

  

• In pairs, children have the main events in a familiar story or nursery rhyme. They have the ordinal numbers. They place '1st' next to the first event in the story. 
They place '2nd' next to the second event in the story. They place '3rd' next to the third event in the story.Reflection: How can we use ordinal numbers to order 
events? 

• In pairs, children have cards with the days of the week. They place them in order. They ask one another questions, for example, ‘what day comes first?’, ‘what day 
comes second?’ etc. Reflection: How can we describe what we do on days of the week? 

Extra class investigations 
• When children are telling news, have them use ordinal numbers to sequence events. 
• When children are telling news, have other children ask them, ‘what happened 1st?’, ‘what happened 2nd?’ 
• Use the ordinal numbers in other contexts, for example, have a race with 10 runners and award 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc 
• List the events each day using ordinal numbers, for example, 1st News, 2nd Writing, 3rd Reading, 4th Maths, etc. 
• Use the ordinal numbers in everyday events, for example, 1st, we’ll walk to the playground, 2nd, we’ll sit on the seats, etc. 
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Goldilocks Sequence (back) 

The 3 bears went for a walk. 
Goldilocks went to the bears' house. 
Goldilocks ate Baby Bear's porridge. 
Goldilocks broke Baby Bear's chair. 

Goldilocks fell asleep in Baby Bear's bed. 
The bears came home. 
Goldilocks ran away. 
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1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
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Sequencing Events using Ordinal Numbers. 
Have the main events in a familiar story or nursery rhyme.  

Have the ordinal numbers.  

Place '1st' next to the first event in the story.  

Place '2nd' next to the second event in the story.  

Place '3rd' next to the third event in the story.  

Reflection: How can we use ordinal numbers to order events? 
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Sequencing Events using Ordinal Numbers. 

Sit with a friend. 

Have cards with the days of the week.  

Place them in order.  

Ask one another questions, for example, ‘what day comes first?’, ‘what day comes second?’ 
etc.  

Reflection: How can we describe what we do on days of the week? 
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