
 

555555 555  
 

CALENDARS, TIMETABLES AND TIMELINES. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
NVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• In pairs, children have cards with the days of the week, and the numbers 1 to 31. They take turns to place the days on the calendar, explaining each placement. 
They take turns to place the numbers on the calendar, explaining each placement. Reflection: How can we construct a calendar? 

• In pairs, children look at a calendar, identifying patterns, for example,  
• 3 consecutive dates - the relationship between the sum of the three numbers and the centre number (centre number is a third of the sum) 
• 3 vertical dates - the relationship between the sum of the three numbers and the centre number (centre number is a third of the sum) 
• 5 consecutive dates - the relationship between the sum of the five numbers and the centre number (centre number is a fifth of the sum) 
• 5 vertical dates - the relationship between the sum of the five numbers and the centre number (centre number is a fifth of the sum)   
• Any four dates forming a square - the relationships between the numbers in the opposite corners of the square (same difference) 
• Any four dates forming a square – the relationship between the sum of the diagonal numbers (equal) 
• Any 6 dates forming a rectangle - the relationships between the numbers in the opposite corners of the rectangle (same difference) 
• Any 6 dates forming a rectangle - if you add the numbers diagonally, what do you find? (equal)   
• Any nine dates forming a square - the relationships between the numbers in the opposite corners of the square (same difference) 
• Any nine dates forming a square – the relationship between the sum of the diagonal numbers (equal)Reflection: What patterns and relationships can we see in 

a calendar? 
• In pairs, children select timetables, for example, bus, train, cinema. They identify information in the timetable.Reflection: What is a timetable? 
• In pairs, children select timelines, for example, biography of a significant person, history, plot of a book. They identify information in the timeline.Reflection: What is 

a timeline? 
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Calendars, Timetables and Timelines. 
Sit with a friend. 
Have cards with the days of the week, and the numbers 1 to 31.  
Take turns to place the days on the calendar, explaining each placement.  
Take turns to place the numbers on the calendar, explaining each placement.  
Reflection: How can we construct a calendar?  
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Calendars, Timetables and Timelines. 
Look at a calendar. 

• 3 consecutive dates - the relationship between the sum of the three numbers and the 
centre number  

• 3 vertical dates - the relationship between the sum of the three numbers and the centre 
number  

• 5 consecutive dates - the relationship between the sum of the five numbers and the 
centre number) 

• 5 vertical dates - the relationship between the sum of the five numbers and the centre 
number   

• Any four dates forming a square - the relationships between the numbers in the 
opposite corners of the square ( 

• Any four dates forming a square – the relationship between the sum of the diagonal 
numbers (Any 6 dates forming a rectangle - the relationships between the numbers in 
the opposite corners of the rectangle  

• Any 6 dates forming a rectangle - if you add the numbers diagonally, what do you find?   
• Any nine dates forming a square - the relationships between the numbers in the 

opposite corners of the square  
• Any nine dates forming a square – the relationship between the sum of the diagonal 

numbers   
Reflection: How can we construct a calendar?  
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Calendars, Timetables and Timelines. 
Select a timetable, for example, bus, train, cinema.  
Identify information in the timetable. 
Reflection: What is a timetable?  
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Calendars, Timetables and Timelines. 
Select a timeline, for example, biography of a significant person, history, plot of a book.  
Identify information in the timeline. 
Reflection: What is a timeline? 
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