
 
 

DESCRIBE LIKELIHOOD USING CHANCE LANGUAGE. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. 
INVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 

  

• In pairs or small groups, children take turns to select an event card or children may suggest their own event. They discuss whether the event is possible or 
impossible, explaining their reason. If the event is possible, they discuss whether the event is certain or uncertain, explaining their reason. If the event is uncertain, 
they discuss whether the event is likely or unlikely, explaining their reason. Children identify when one of them decided an event was ‘likely’ while the other decided 
an event was ‘unlikely’. For example, one child may think it is likely that they will hear a dog bark today because they own a dog that barks a lot, while their friend 
may think it is unlikely that they will hear a dog bark today because they do not own a dog. Reflection: How can we use chance words to describe the likelihood of 
an event happening? 

• In pairs, children select 2 event cards, or suggest 2 events that are possible but uncertain. They discuss the likelihood of the event, deciding whether one event is 
more likely or less likely than the other event, explaining their reason. Children identify when one of them decided an event was ‘more likely’ while the other 
decided an event was ‘less likely’. For example, one child may think it more likely that they will hear a dog bark today than they will see a cat today because they 
own a dog that barks a lot, while their friend may think it is less likely that they will hear a dog bark today because they own a cat. Reflection: How can we use 
chance words to describe the likelihood of an event happening? 

• In pairs or small groups, children have the chance word card ‘impossible’, and some event cards. They select the events that are impossible to happen. They 
suggest their own events that are impossible to happen, for example,  
• it will rain purple sparkles.  
• you will grow another leg.  
• your nose will turn into gold. 
Reflection: How can we use chance words to describe the likelihood of an event happening? 

• In pairs or small groups, children have the chance word cards ‘possible’ and ‘certain’, and some event cards. They select the events that are possible to happen. 
They then select the events that are certain to happen. For example, while it is raining, it is possible and certain it will rain today. When it is not raining, it possible 
but not certain it will rain today. Reflection: How can we use chance words to describe the likelihood of an event happening? 
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possible  certain likely 

impossible  uncertain  unlikely 
 

It will rain today. It will rain elephants. 

It will rain in the next week. You will find a $10 note tomorrow. 

You will hear a dog bark today. Your eyes will be the same colour 
tomorrow. 

Monday will be the day after 
Wednesday. 

You can touch your left elbow with 
your left hand. 
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Describe Likelihood Using Chance Language 
 

Sit with a friend. 
Have some chance word cards, and some event cards. 
Take turns to select an event card or suggest your own event.  
Discuss whether the event is possible or impossible, explaining your reason.  
If the event is possible, discuss whether the event is certain or uncertain, explaining your 
reason.  
If the event is uncertain, discuss whether the event is likely or unlikely, explaining your reason.  
Identify when one of you decided an event was ‘likely’ while the other decided an event was 
‘unlikely’.  
For example, one of you may think it is likely that you will hear a dog bark today because you 
own a dog that barks a lot, while your friend may think it is unlikely that they will hear a dog 
bark today because they do not own a dog.  
Reflection: How can we use chance words to describe the likelihood of an event happening? 
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Describe Likelihood Using Chance Language 

Sit with a friend. 
Select 2 event cards, or suggest 2 events that are uncertain.  
Discuss the likelihood of the event, deciding whether one event is more likely or less likely than 
the other event, explaining your reason.  
Identify when one of you decided an event was ‘more likely’ while the other decided an event 
was ‘less likely’. 
For example, one of you may think it more likely that you will hear a dog bark today than you 
will see a cat today because you own a dog that barks a lot, while your friend may think it is 
less likely that they will hear a dog bark today because they own a cat.  
Reflection: How can we use chance words to describe the likelihood of an event happening? 
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Describe Likelihood Using Chance Language 

Sit with a friend. 
Have the chance word card ‘impossible’, and some event cards.  
Select the events that are impossible to happen.  
Suggest your own events that are impossible to happen, for example,  

• it will rain purple sparkles.  
• you will grow another leg.  
• your nose will turn into gold.  

Reflection: How can we use chance words to describe the likelihood of an event happening?  
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Describe Likelihood Using Chance Language 

Sit with a friend. 
Have the chance word cards ‘possible’ and ‘certain’, and some event cards.  
Select the events that are possible to happen.  
From the ‘possible’ events, select the events that are certain to happen.  
For example,  

• while it is raining, it is possible and certain it will rain today.  
• when it is not raining, it possible but not certain it will rain today.  

Reflection: How can we use chance words to d 
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