
 

 
 

ADD AND SUBTRACT ZERO. 

INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 
THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. INVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS 

FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

• In pairs, children select cards to make a number and a joker to make a zero. They add the explaining that when we add zero, the number 
remains the same. Reflection: What happens when we add zero? 

• In pairs, children select cards to make a number and a joker to make a zero. They subtract zero from the number, explaining that when we 
subtract zero, the number remains the same. Reflection: What happens when we subtract zero? 

• In pairs, children have a calculator. They enter a single-digit or two-digit number. They press + 0 =. They explain why their number 
remained the same.  Reflection: What happens when we add zero? 

• In pairs, children have a calculator. They enter a single-digit or two-digit number. They press - 0 =. They explain why their number 
remained the same.  Reflection: What happens when we subtract zero? 
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Add and Subtract Zero 
 

Select cards to make a number and a joker to make a zero, for example,  
 
                                                                  or 
 
Add the zero to the number. 
Did the number remain the same? 
Reflection: What happens when we add zero? 
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Add and Subtract Zero 
 

Select cards to make a number and a joker to make a zero, for example,  
 
                                                                  or 
 
Subtract the zero. 
Did the number remain the same? 
Reflection: What happens when we subtract zero? 
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Add and Subtract Zero 
 

Have a calculator. 
Enter a single-digit or two-digit number. 
Enter    +    0    = 
Did the number stay the same? 
Reflection: What happens when we add zero? 
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Add and Subtract Zero 
 

Have a calculator. 
Enter a single-digit or two-digit number. 
Enter    –    0    = 
Did the number stay the same? 
Reflection: What happens when we subtract zero? 
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