
 

 
 

COPY, CONTINUE PATTERNS, USING THE PART THAT REPEATS. 

INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 
THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. INVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS 

FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 
• Clap patterns and allow children to copy and continue the pattern.Reflection: How can we find the part that repeats in a pattern? 
• Use percussion instruments to allow children to copy and continue patterns of sounds.Reflection: How can we find the part that 

repeats in a pattern? 
• Clap out familiar nursery rhymes, and allow children to work out what nursery rhyme it is.Reflection: How can we find the part that 

repeats in a pattern? 
• Make patterns with children, for example, one standing one sitting, 1 standing 1 sitting, 1 standing 1 sitting, … or 2 standing 1 sitting, 

2 standing 1 sitting, 2 standing 1 sitting, …  Children continue the pattern by joining the line either sitting or standing.Reflection: How 
can we find the part that repeats in a pattern? 

• Children have dot cards of 2, 3, 4 or 5 dots. They create a pattern. Children describe the part that repeats. Reflection: How can we 
find the part that repeats in a pattern? 

• Children have shapes or objects to create patterns that repeat in 2s (or 3s). They describe the part that repeats. They draw their 
pattern, circling the part that repeats. They continue the pattern using the part that repeats. Reflection: How can we find the part that 
repeats in a pattern? 

• Children have patterns that repeat in 2s or 3s made from action cards. Children perform the pattern. Children identify the part that 
repeats. Children use the part that repeats to continue the pattern. Reflection: How can we find the part that repeats in a pattern? 

• Children have patterns that repeat in 2s or 3s made from shape cards. Children identify the part that repeats. Children use the part 
that repeats to continue the pattern. Children record the pattern. Children circle the part that repeats. Reflection: How can we find the 
part that repeats in a pattern? 
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• Children use a computer program, for example, Microsoft Word. They create a pattern using Webdings font, for example,  
 
 
They describe the part that repeats, and continue the pattern by adding the part that repeats. Reflection: How can we find the part that 
repeats in a pattern? 
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dot pattern cards 
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action cards 
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Copy, Continue Patterns, using the Part that Repeats 
 

Select a pattern made using dot pattern cards. 
Describe the pattern. 
Record the pattern. 
Circle the part of the pattern that repeats. 
Reflection: How can we find the part that repeats in a pattern? 
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Copy, Continue Patterns, using the Part that Repeats 
 

Create a pattern made from shapes. 
Group the shapes to show the part that repeats.  
Continue the pattern using the part that repeats. 
Record the pattern. 
Circle the part that repeats. 
Reflection: How can we find the part that repeats in a pattern? 
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Copy, Continue Patterns, using the Part that Repeats 
 

Select a pattern made using action cards. 
Perform the pattern. 
Group the action cards to show the part that repeats.  
Reflection: How can we find the part that repeats in a pattern? 
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Copy, Continue Patterns, using the Part that Repeats 
 

Create a pattern made from pattern block shapes. 
Group the pattern block shapes to show the part that repeats.  
Continue the pattern by adding the part that repeats. 
Record the pattern. 
Circle the part that repeats. 
Reflection: How can we find the part that repeats in a pattern?  
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Copy, Continue Patterns, using the Part that Repeats 
 

Create a pattern using shapes on a computer. 
Group the shapes to show the part that repeats.  
Continue the pattern by adding the part that repeats. 
Reflection: How can we find the part that repeats in a pattern? 
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