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Give, Follow Directions from Own, Others’ 
Perspective. 
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Differentiate and Assess 
Not every student will be ready to investigate this concept at this Level and so we will need to differentiate to ensure every student is learning at 
their leading edge. Select the Differentiate button on this screen.  

Integrate 
Every mathematical concept is integrally related to other mathematical concepts. Teaching and learning related concepts simultaneously develops 
deep relational understanding. Select the Integrate button on this screen.  

Intervene 
Some students may not yet be ready to investigate this concept at any Level, and so we will need to provide some intervention. Select the 
Intervention button on this screen. 

Alearningplace.com.au Relationalmathematics.com.au

https://alearningplace.com.au/
http://relationalmathematics.com.au/


2 
 

 

  

GIVE, FOLLOW DIRECTIONS FROM OWN, OTHERS’ PERSPECTIVE. 
EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN, INCLUDING STRATEGIC QUESTIONS, AND DESRIBING THE SEQUENCE WHICH WILL OCCUR OVER MULTIPLE LESSONS. 
RESOURCES:  SPACE 

WHAT COULD WE DO? WHAT LANGUAGE COULD WE USE TO EXPLAIN AND ASK QUESTIONS? 

Children:  

• give directions to a friend facing in the same direction, using directional 
language, for example, walk forwards, walk backwards, turn left, turn right 

 

• give directions to a friend facing in the opposite direction, using directional 
language, for example, walk forwards, walk backwards, turn left, turn right 

Children: 
• ask one another questions about giving and following directions, for example, 

• please walk forwards, walk backwards, turn left, turn right 
• why did Mike walk in the opposite direction when he was facing us? 

• why did Mike turn the opposite way when he was facing us?   
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GIVE, FOLLOW DIRECTIONS FROM OWN, OTHERS’ PERSPECTIVE. 
EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN 

FULL EXPLICIT TEACHING PLAN, EMBEDDING DEEP RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING, METALANGUAGE, AND QUESTIONS THAT MAY BE USED OVER MULTIPLE LESSONS. 
WHAT COULD WE DO? WHAT LANGUAGE COULD WE USE TO EXPLAIN AND ASK QUESTIONS? 

Children think about, talk and listen to a friend about, then have the opportunity to 
share what they already know. 
 
 
 

 
 
Children suggest words they could use to give directions 
Record, for example, walk forwards. 
 
Record, for example, walk backwards 

Record, for example, under. 
Record, for example, over. 
Children hold up their left hand. 
Record, for example, turn left. 
Children hold up their right hand. 
Record, for example, turn right. 
 
Record, for example, full turn. 
 

► Today brings an investigation about giving and following directions.  
► What do you know about giving and following directions?  
► Talk about giving and following directions with a friend.  
► Is anyone ready to share what they are thinking about giving and following 

directions? 

► What words could we use to give someone directions? 
► Could we ask them to walk forwards? 
► How else could we ask them to walk? 
► Could we ask them to walk backwards? 

► Could we ask someone to go under something? 
► Could we ask someone to go over something? 
► Everyone hold up your left hand. 
► Could we ask someone to turn left? 
► Everyone hold up your right hand. 
► Could we ask someone to turn right? 

 
► Could we ask someone to make a full turn to the right? 
► Could we use what we know about fractions to give directions? 
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Record, for example, half turn. 
 
 
 
Select a child to stand up and face the same direction that the class is facing, for 
example, Mike.  
 
 
 
Mike walks forwards 3 steps. 
 
 
Mike turns right. 
 
Mike makes a full turn left. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

► Could we ask someone to make a half turn to the left? 

► So we have a list of words that we can use to give directions. 
► Let’s start! 
► Let’s have Mike stand facing the same direction as we are facing. 
► How could we use some of our words to give Mike some directions? 
► Could we ask Mike to walk forwards 3 steps? 
► Mike, please walk forwards 3 steps. 

► What other directions could we give Mike? 
► Could we ask Mike to turn right? Let’s do that! 
► Mike, please turn right. 
► Could we ask Mike to make a full turn left? Let’s do that! 
► Mike, please make a full turn left. 
► Did Mike walk and turn in the same direction as we are facing? 
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Mike walks 3 steps forwards, which, because he is facing the opposite direction to 
the class, is towards the class. 

Mike points forward. 
The class points forward. 
 
 
 

Mike turns to his right, which, because he is facing the class, is the class’s left. 
 
 
 

Mike points to his right. 
The class point to their right. 

 
 
Mike makes a full turn to his left, which, because he is facing the class, is the class’s 
right. 
 
 
 
 
Mike points to his left. 

► What if Mike turns and faces the opposite direction to the 
direction we are facing? 

► Could we ask Mike to walk forwards 3 steps? 
► Mike, please walk forwards 3 steps. 
► Oh no, did Mike walk forwards towards us? 
► Why? 
► Mike point forward. 
► Everyone, point forward. 
► Is Mike’s forwards, our backwards because we facing opposite directions? 

► What other directions could we give Mike? 
► Could we ask Mike to turn right? Let’s do that! 
► Mike, please turn right. 
► Oh no, did Mike turn to our right or left? 
► Did Mike turn to our left? 
► Why? 
► Mike point to your right. 
► Everyone, point to your right. 
► Is Mike’s right, our left because we are facing opposite directions? 
► Could we ask Mike to make a full turn left? Let’s do that! 
► Mike, please make a full turn left. 
► Oh no! Did Mike turn to our left or right? 
► Did Mike turn to our right? 
► Why? 
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The class point to their left. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

► Mike point to your left. 
► Everyone, point to your left. 
► Is Mike’s left, our right because we are facing opposite directions? 
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