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COMPARE AREA. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN 
THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING.  

INVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES. 
 

• In pairs, children each select a similar shape, for example, each have a square. They estimate which shape 
they think will have the larger / smaller area. They superimpose the shapes, explaining the shape with the 
larger area overlaps and the shape with the smaller area leaves gaps. They identify that if there are no 
gaps or overlaps, the shapes have equal area. They record the shapes and their comparative areas. 
Reflection: What is area? 

• In pairs, children each select a different shape, for example, one has a square and one has a circle. They 
estimate which shape they think will have the larger / smaller area. They superimpose the shapes, 
explaining the shape with the larger area overlaps and the shape with the smaller area leaves gaps. They 
identify that if there are no gaps or overlaps, the shapes have equal area. They record the shapes and their 
comparative areas. Reflection: What is area? 

• In pairs, children each select a different shape of similar areas, for example, one has a square and one has 
a circle. They estimate which shape they think will have the larger / smaller area. They cut up one shape 
and place it on the other shape, explaining the shape with the larger area overlaps and the shape with the 
smaller area leaves gaps. They identify that if there are no gaps or overlaps, the shapes have equal area. 
They record the shapes and their comparative areas. Reflection: What is area? 
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Compare Area. 
 

Sit with a friend. 

Each select a similar shape, for example, each have a square.  

Estimate which shape you think will have the larger / smaller area.  

Superimpose the shapes. 

Explain the shape with the larger area overlaps and the shape with the smaller area leaves 
gaps.  

Identify that if there are no gaps or overlaps, the shapes have equal area. 

Record the shapes and their comparative areas. 

Reflection: What is area? 
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Compare Area. 
 

Sit with a friend. 

Each select a different shape, for example, one has a square and one has a circle.  

Estimate which shape you think will have the larger / smaller area.  

Superimpose the shapes. 

Explain the shape with the larger area overlaps and the shape with the smaller area leaves 
gaps.  

Identify that if there are no gaps or overlaps, the shapes have equal area. 

Record the shapes and their comparative areas. 

Reflection: What is area? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

http://www.alearningplace.com.au/


 

© 2020 A Learning Place A Teaching Place Relational Mathematics 

Compare Area. 
 

Sit with a friend. 

Each select a different shape of similar areas, for example, one has a square and one has a 
circle.  

Estimate which shape you think will have the larger / smaller area.  

Cut up one shape and place it on the other shape. 

Explain the shape with the larger area overlaps and the shape with the smaller area leaves 
gaps.  

Identify that if there are no gaps or overlaps, the shapes have equal area. 

Record the shapes and their comparative areas. 

Reflection: What is area? 
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