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 Add Single-Digit Numbers Bridging 10 
 
 

 

• In pairs, children select 2 numbers that add to more than 10. They add the numbers 
using friends of 10 to add to 10, partition their number, then add the remaining part using 
place value. Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers using place value to 
bridge 10?  

• In pairs children add 2 numbers that add to more than 10 on a calculator. They check the 
answer, adding using place value. Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers 
using place value to bridge 10? 

• Children select an Ace and another card to make a number between 10 and 20. They 
make an addition number sentence so that the answer equals the number on the card. 
Children explain their strategy to a friend. Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit 
numbers using place value to bridge 10? 

• Children investigate other non-count by ones strategies to add single-digit numbers that 
add to more than 10. They may use doubles, for example, 6 + 6 = 12 because I can 
double 6. On a number line, this would look like:  
 
 

They may use near doubles, for example, 6 + 7 = 13 because 6 + 6 equals 12 plus 1 
equals 13 or because 7 + 7 equals 14 minus 1 equals 13. On a number line these would 
look like: 
 
 
 
Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers without counting by 1s? 
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ADD SINGLE-DIGIT NUMBERS BRIDGING 10. 
INVESTIGATIONS OVERVIEW PAGE 

THIS PAGE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INVESTIGATIONS THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE IN TO DEEPEN 
THEIR RELATIONAL UNDERSTANDING.  

INVESTIGATIONS WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS FOLLOW ON SUBSEQUENT PAGES 

• In pairs, children select 2 numbers that add to more than 10. They add the numbers using 
friends of 10 to add to 10, partition their number, then add the remaining part using place 
value. Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers using place value to bridge 10?  

• In pairs children add 2 numbers that add to more than 10 on a calculator. They check the 
answer, adding using place value. Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers using 
place value to bridge 10? 

• Children select an Ace and another card to make a number between 10 and 20. They make 
an addition number sentence so that the answer equals the number on the card. Children 
explain their strategy to a friend. Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers using 
place value to bridge 10? 

• Children investigate other non-count by ones strategies to add single-digit numbers that add 
to more than 10. They may use doubles, for example, 6 + 6 = 12 because I can double 6. 
On a number line, this would look like:  
 
 

They may use near doubles, for example, 6 + 7 = 13 because 6 + 6 equals 12 plus 1 equals 
13 or because 7 + 7 equals 14 minus 1 equals 13. On a number line these would look like: 
 
 
 
Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers without counting by 1s? 
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Add Single-digit Numbers Bridging 10 
 

Select 2 numbers that add to more than 10.  

Add the numbers: 

• using friends of 10 to add to 10,  

• partition the number you’re adding,  

• then add the remaining part using place value. 

Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers using place value? 
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Add Single-digit Numbers Bridging 10 
 

Use a calculator to add 2 single-digit numbers that add to more than 10. 

Check by adding using place value.   

Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers using place value? 
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Add Single-digit Numbers Bridging 10 
 

Select an Ace and another card to make a number between 10 and 20.  

Make an addition number sentence so that the answer equals the number on the card.  

Explain your strategy to a friend. 

Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers using place value? 
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Add Single-digit Numbers Bridging 10 
 

Investigate other non-count by ones strategies to add single-digit numbers that add to more 
than 10.  

You may use doubles, for example, 6 + 6 = 12 because I can double 6.  
On a number line, this would look like:  

 

You may use near doubles, for example, 6 + 7 = 13 because 6 + 6 equals 12 plus 1 equals 
13 or because 7 + 7 equals 14 minus 1 equals 13.  
On a number line these would look like: 

 

 

Reflection: How can we add 2 single-digit numbers without counting by 1s? 
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