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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-
digit Numbers 

 

• In pairs, children select cards to make three-digit numbers to add and subtract using place value and 
compensation. They make the digits in the numbers they add each more than 10 to allow them to add 
using place value. They make the tens and ones digits in the number they subtract, higher than the 
tens and ones digits in the number they subtract from to allow them to subtract using place value. 
They add or subtract using place value. If one of the numbers is close to a place value, they add or 
subtract using compensation. Reflection: How can we add and subtract three-digit numbers?   

• In pairs, children select cards to make four-digit numbers to add and subtract using place value and 
compensation.  They make the digits in the numbers they add each more than 10 to allow them to add 
using place value. They make the hundreds, tens and ones digits in the number they subtract, higher 
than the hundreds, tens and ones digits in the number they subtract from to allow them to subtract 
using place value. They add or subtract using place value. If one of the numbers is close to a place 
value, they add or subtract using compensation. Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit 
numbers? 

• In pairs, children take turns to flip 3 or 4 cards to make a three-digit or a four-digit number and keep a 
running total. First player to reach 5000 or 10 000 wins.  Reflection: How can we add and subtract 
four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs, children take turns to flip 3 or 4 cards to make a three-digit or a four-digit number and subtract 
from 10 000 or 5000, keeping a running total. First player to reach 0 wins.  Reflection: How can we 
add and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs, children select a card. They decide whether to add it as a thousand, a hundred, a ten or a 
one. They take turns to repeat this 5 times with 5 different cards. The child closest to 10 000, or a 
predetermined target number after 5 additions wins. NB: Both children could use the same card as 
their friend, but one may choose to add it as a ten, while their friend may choose to add it as a 
thousand.  Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs, children select a card. They decide whether to subtract it from 10 000 (or 5000 etc) as a 
thousand, a hundred, a ten or a one. They take turns to repeat this 5 times with 5 different cards. The 
child closest to 0, or a predetermined target number after 5 subtractions wins. NB: Both children could 
use the same card as their friend, but one may choose to subtract it as a ten, while their friend may 
choose to subtract it as a thousand.  Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• Children use a calculator to add three- and four-digit numbers, then check. Children explain their 
strategy to a friend.  Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• Children use a calculator to subtract a three- or four-digit number, then check. Children explain their 
strategy to a friend.  Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit numbers? 
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• In pairs, children flip 10 cards. They each secretly select 6 of the numbers to make 2 three-digit 
numbers to add together or 8 cards to make 2 four-digit numbers to add together. They each add their 
numbers. They child with the highest / lowest total wins.  Reflection: How can we add and subtract 
four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs, children flip 10 cards. They each secretly select 6 of the numbers to make 2 three-digit 
numbers to add together or 8 cards to make 2 four-digit numbers to add together. They each add their 
numbers. Their friend works out which numbers they made and added.  Reflection: How can we add 
and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs, children flip 10 cards. They each secretly select 6 of the numbers to make 2 three-digit 
numbers to subtract, or 8 cards to make 2 four-digit numbers to subtract. They each subtract their 
numbers. They child with the highest / lowest total wins. Reflection: How can we add and subtract 
four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs, children flip 10 cards. They each secretly select 6 of the numbers to make 2 three-digit 
numbers to subtract, or 8 cards to make 2 four-digit numbers to subtract. They each subtract their 
numbers. Their friend works out which numbers they made and subtracted.  Reflection: How can we 
add and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• Children flip 3, 4 or 5 cards to make a three-, four-, or five-digit target number. Children then flip 3, 4 or 
5 more cards to make a three-, four-, or five-digit starting number. Children take turns to flip a card and 
decide whether to add or subtract the number as a thousand, hundred, ten or one. Children keep a 
running total. When the total is within one digit of the target number, children may ‘wish’ for the digit. 
Children keep a record of the number of turns it took them to reach the target number. They play again 
attempting to reach their next target number is less turns. This game is based on WISHBALL. Levels 
of Wishball are also available on the Internet and as Apps – just Google Wishball. Reflection: How can 
we add and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs or small groups, children select 6 or 8 cards. Each child tries to make 2 three-digit numbers or 
2 four-digit numbers to add with an answer in a target decade, hundred or thousand.  For example, the 
numbers 4, 5, 8, 2, 3 and 1, and the target hundred is 600s. A child could make the three-digit 
numbers, 132 + 485, or 258 + 413 etc.   Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit numbers? 

• In pairs or small groups, children select 6 or 8 cards. Each child tries to make 2 three-digit numbers or 
2 four-digit numbers to subtract with an answer in a target decade, hundred or thousand.  For 
example, the numbers 4, 5, 8, 2, 3 and 1, and the target hundred is 300s. A child could make the 
three-digit numbers, 534 -182, or 458 - 132 etc.  Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit 
numbers? 
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Select cards to make three-digit numbers to add and subtract using place value and 
compensation.  

• Make sure the digits in the numbers you add, each add to more than 10 to allow you to 
add using place value.  

• Make sure the tens and ones digits in the number you subtract, are higher than the tens 
and ones digits in the number you subtract from to allow you to subtract using place 
value.  

Add or subtract using place value.  

If one of the numbers is close to a place value, add or subtract using compensation.  

Reflection: How can we add and subtract three-digit numbers? 
(Alternate between addition and subtraction)  
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Select cards to make four-digit numbers to add and subtract using place value and 
compensation.  

• Make digits in the numbers you add, each add to more than 10 to allow you to add 
using place value.  

• Make sure the hundreds, tens and ones digits in the number you subtract, are higher 
than the hundreds, tens and ones digits in the number you subtract from to allow you to 
subtract using place value. 

Add or subtract using place value.  

If one of the numbers is close to a place value, add or subtract using compensation.  

Reflection: How can we add and subtract four-digit numbers? 
(Alternate between addition and subtraction) 
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 

 

Sit with a friend. 

Take turns to flip 3 cards to make a three-digit number or 4 cards to make a four-digit number. 

Add the number to your previous total. 

Keep a running total.  

First player to reach 5000 or 10 000 wins. 

Reflection: How can we add three- and four-digit numbers?  
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

 

Sit with a friend. 

Take turns to flip 3 cards to make a three-digit number or 4 cards to make a four-digit number. 

Start from 5000 or 10 000 and subtract the number from your previous answer.  

Keep a running count.  

First player to reach 0 wins. 

Reflection: How can we subtract three- and four-digit numbers?  
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 

 

Sit with a friend. 

Take turns to select a card.  

Decide whether to add it as a thousand, a hundred, a ten or a one.  

Repeat this 5 times with 5 different cards.  

The child closest to 10 000, or a predetermined target number after 5 additions wins.  

NB: You could use the same card as your friend, but you may choose to add it as a ten, while 
your friend may choose to add it as a thousand. 

Reflection: How can we add four-digit numbers? 
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Sit with a friend. 

Take turns to select a card.  

Decide whether to subtract it from 5000 or 10 000 as a thousand, a hundred, a ten or a one.  

Repeat this 5 times with 5 different cards.  

The child closest to zero, or a predetermined target number after 5 subtractions wins.  

NB: You could use the same card as your friend, but you may choose to subtract it as a ten, 
while your friend may choose to subtract it as a thousand. 

Reflection: How can we subtract four-digit numbers? 
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Use a calculator to add three- and four-digit numbers. 

Check using place value or compensation.  

Explain your strategy to a friend. 

Reflection: How can we add three- and four-digit numbers? 
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
. 

Use a calculator to subtract three- and four-digit numbers. 

Check using place value or compensation.  

Explain your strategy to a friend. 

Reflection: How can we subtract three- and four-digit numbers? 
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Sit with a friend. 

Flip 10 cards and place them in a row, face up. 

Secretly select 6 or 8 of the numbers to make 2 three- or four-digit numbers to add together.  

Add the numbers. 

The child with the highest / lowest total wins.  

Reflection: How can we add three- and four-digit numbers? 

 

http://www.alearningplace.com.au/
http://www.relationalmathematics.com.au/
http://www.tpl4us.com.au/
http://www.resourcefulteaching.shop/


© 2020 A Learning Place A Teaching Place    TPL4US    

Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Sit with a friend. 

Flip 10 cards and place them in a row, face up. 

Secretly select 6 or 8 of the numbers to make 2 three- or four digit numbers to add together.  

Add the numbers. 

Show your friend the total. 

Your friend works out what numbers you added.  

Reflection: How can we add three- and four-digit numbers? 
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
. 

Sit with a friend. 

Flip 10 cards and place them in a row, face up. 

Secretly select 6 or 8 of the numbers to make 2 three- or four digit numbers to subtract. 

Subtract the numbers. 

The child with the highest / lowest answer wins.   

Reflection: How can we subtract three- and four-digit numbers?  
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers  

 
Sit with a friend. 

Flip 10 cards and place them in a row, face up. 

Secretly select 6 or 8 of the numbers to make 2 three- or four digit numbers to subtract. 

Subtract the numbers. 

Show your friend the total. 

Your friend works out what numbers you subtracted.  

Reflection: How can we subtract three- and four-digit numbers?   
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Sit with a friend. 

Flip 3 cards to make a three-digit target 
number.  

Flip 3 more cards to make a three-digit 
starting number.  

Take turns to flip a card and decide whether 
to add or subtract the number as a hundred, 
ten or one.  

Keep a running total.  

When the total is within one digit of the target 
number, you may ‘wish’ for the digit.  

Keep a record of the number of turns it took 
you to reach the target number. 

Sit with a friend. 

Flip 4 cards to make a four-digit target 
number.  

Flip 4 more cards to make a four-digit 
starting number.  

Take turns to flip a card and decide whether 
to add or subtract the number as a thousand, 
hundred, ten or one.  

Keep a running total.  

When the total is within one digit of the target 
number, you may ‘wish’ for the digit.  

Keep a record of the number of turns it took 
you to reach the target number. 

NB: You may choose to add or subtract a digit as tens and your friend may choose to add or 
subtract a digit as hundreds. This is great! Wait to see whose strategy reaches the target 
number more quickly. 

This game is based on WISHBALL. Other levels of Wishball are also available on the Internet 
and as Apps – enter ‘wishball’ into your search engine or app store. 

Reflection: How can we add and subtract three- and four-digit numbers?  
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 
 

Sit with a friend or a small group of friends. 

Select a hundred number as a target. 

Select 6 cards.  

Try to make 2 three-digit numbers that will add to make a total in the target hundred.  

Reflection: How can we add three-digit numbers? 

Sit with a friend or a small group of friends. 

Select a thousand number as a target. 

Select 8 cards.  
Try to make 2 four-digit numbers that will add to make a total in the target thousand. 

Reflection: How can we add four-digit numbers?  
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Add and Subtract Three- and Four-digit Numbers 

 

Sit with a friend or a small group of friends. 

Select a hundred number as a target. 

Select 6 cards.  

Try to make 2 three-digit numbers that will subtract to make an answer in the target hundred.  

Reflection: How can we subtract three-digit numbers? 

Sit with a friend or a small group of friends. 

Select a thousand number as a target. 

Select 8 cards.  

Try to make 2 four-digit numbers that will subtract to make an answer in the target thousand.  

Reflection: How can we subtract four-digit numbers? 
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